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In This Issue 
• New Grand Knight, Past 

Grand Knight Comments 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Wine Tasting 

• Golf Outing 

• Cougars Game 

• Field Agent 

• Photo Album 

• Many misc. items 

 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday Weekly Rosary 

 

July 

07/10  Wine Tasting Event 

07/13 Membership Mtg - SJN 

Hoffman Center 

07/19  Golf Outing  

 

August 

08/02 Ladies Auxiliary 

08/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

08/10 Membership Mtg - SJN 

Hoffman Center 
08/15 Cougars Baseball 

Game 

08/22  Quarterly Community 

Mass - SPCR 

08/28  Bags Tournament & 

Picnic 

 

September 

09/06 Ladies Auxiliary 

09/04, 05 IDF Tootsie Roll 
Drive, Flea Market 

09/07 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

09/14 Membership Mtg - SJN 

Hoffman Center 

09/17, 18, 19  IDF Tootsie Roll 

Drive (various) 

 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

As your new Grand Knight for our Council, I would like to introduce 

myself. I joined the Knights in May of 2015 as a way to be active in 

the parish (St. John Neumann) and to be a positive example for my 

two children. If my memory serves me, I told a church friend that I 

would join if he did. I don’t think he ever joined. Six years later and 

here I am. I didn’t know what I was getting into at the time. I guess I still don’t, and 

I feel unprepared for what is to come. I hope to feign some impression of competence. 

What were you thinking when you voted for me?  ☺  

In my first years as a Knight it struck me that every vote brought forth by the Officers 

in a council meeting was a unanimous “Yea”. What kind of authoritarian central 

committee oligarchy type of organization did I join? Then when I became one of the 

Politburo, I mean officers, I found that we were not really all that secretive. Our leaders 

past and present are a collection of selfless, faith-filled, and generous men of service. 

I encourage you to bring forth your ideas and be comfortable challenging the ones 

brought before you. In a respectful manner ask critical questions. Be involved. This is 

your council. 

What are my goals as Grand Knight? First and foremost, don’t mess it up. Second, I 

would like to build on the Fraternity of the council. I think we do the Charity and Unity 

aspects well. I never joined a fraternity in college, but I imagine all the guys knew one 

another and a bit about where they came from and where they wanted to go. We are 

a big group and it can be difficult to feel a part of it when we have limited contact. Of 

course some brothers will be closer than others, but I think the council will have more 

participation if we know each other a little bit better. What does that mean? A council 

directory? More social events with our families? More small group gatherings to plan 

events? Give me your ideas. My third goal is to find another money generating event 

that can support our charitable giving: something that can be done annually to provide 

a steady income and perhaps involve the greater community. As a philanthropic 

organization, we made a conscious effort a couple years ago to reduce our cash 

balance. We didn’t succeed in that effort last year (our financial health increased), but 

prior to the pandemic, we were on track to be too successful in reducing our cash on 

hand. An event supporting the needy in our area will bring positive exposure for the 

Knights of Columbus and our Catholic Church. Once again, I look to you for ideas. My 

final goal is to make our meetings a little more fun and interesting. They can be a bit 

boring according to a survey taken last year. The dinner and social time before the 

meeting is helpful. I want to bring in a variety of thought-provoking speakers for short 

(5 to 7 minute) presentations. Perhaps recipients of our charitable donations can tell 

us about their work. Maybe a brother knight gives us a bit of history of Flag Day or 

about the Knights of Columbus response during WWI. We can learn from our clergy 

the depth of meaning in a part of our liturgy. I hope others would be excited to learn 
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New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree virtual 

dates available on demand 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

TBD 

 

Council Officers 
Grand 
Knight 

Greg 
Sengstock 

Chaplain Fr. John 
Kladar 

Deputy 
Grand 
Knight 

Stan 
Walczynski 

Chancellor 
Roman 
Seckel 

Recorder 
Chris 

Vonderhaar 

Financial 

Secretary 
Bill Roth 

Treasurer John R Blake 

Advocate John Blozis 

Warden Jose Philip 

Guard Jeff Bowgren 
Guard Joe Holloway 
Guard David Richter 

Trustee 
(3 Year) 

Gary Stopka 

Trustee 
(2 Year) 

Hank Brill 

Trustee 
(1 Year) 

Paul 
Clementi 

District 
Deputy 

Keith 
Williams 

Field Agent 
Matt Kling 

9995-800 380  

  

 
Council 

Directors 

 

  
Membership 

Director 
 

Marty Kleker 

Faith  
Director 

Ed Kramer 

 
Community 

Director 

 

Jim 
McNamara 

Council 
Director 

 

Tom 
Rasmussen 

 

Family 

Directors 
 

Eric 
Vonderhaar, 
Chris Barone 

 

Youth Co- 
Directors 

Jason 
O’Sullivan, 

Chris Barone 

Culture of 
Life Director 

Fred Karl 
 

something new and possibly pass it along. One of my great joys as a father is to hear 

one of my kids ask how I know so much. 

My first decisions as Grand Knight appear to be what to do for this article’s heading 

and salutation and to find a decent recent photo of me for the byline. How am I doing 

so far? 

 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock, Grand Knight - Council 12497 

 

AROUND TOWN WITH GARY - LAST HURRAH!      

 

Dear Brother Knights, 

As we close out the 2020/21 Fraternal Year, and I write my final “Around Town with 

Gary” letter for this Unitas ending my 2nd term as Grand Knight, I want to thank all of 

you for the support and your confidence to allow me to serve as your Grand Knight.   

I can say without a doubt, that it has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your 

Grand Knight.  Thanks to the many Knights, Council Officers, our District Deputy, 

Ladies Auxiliary, our clergy and many others who offered support and words of wisdom 

that helped guide our Council through these challenging times.  

Despite the challenges brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic, our Council persevered 

and adapted.  While many Councils shut down or severely reduced their activities, our 

brother Knights came up with new activities and adapted old ones to comply with 

diocese or CDC rules.  In fact, it hardly seemed like we skipped a beat with our 

activities.  We just did things differently.  We continued to meet, virtually if necessary.  

We supported brothers in need.  We supported our local food banks both financially 

and with food donations.  We overcame social distancing obstacles to hold events and 

support our parishes and community in many ways.  More importantly, we helped bring 

our Catholic neighbors and Knights back to church.    

Because of all we accomplished together, our Council has been recognized by the State 

and Supreme Council in several areas.  Congratulations #12497! 

As a Knight, the one regret I have is why did it take me so long to become an active 

and involved Knight?  When the Council began in 1999, I joined as a Charter Member, 

but in name only.  For many years during my family formative years with 4 young 

children, I participated as time permitted in maybe one or two events each year.  As 

my kids grew up, I had more time to spend on other activities and began looking for 

a new challenge.  The Knights and St. Charles Council satisfied that need.  So, if I had 

to do it all over again, I would make it a point to focus on one or two activities, get my 

kids involved and become more active sooner.  

The result over the past 22 years but really more recently, is that I have met some 

great people from both parishes in St. Charles that I now call friends -- that I never 

would have met if not for the Knights.   

Finally, I wish Greg and Stan good luck in the 21/22 Fraternal Year.  If the June Council 

and social gathering was any indication, it is a good sign that our members are anxious 

to get back to the work of our Council and to support their initiatives. 

Vivat Jesus 

Gary Stopka, Past Grand Knight 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
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IMPORTANT - MEMBERSHIP MEETING DAY/LOCATION CHANGES 
 

Please note this important information concerning the DAY and LOCATION change for our monthly Council 

membership meeting.   

Meeting Day: Second Tuesday of each month  

Meeting Location:  St. John Neumann Hoffman Center (same room as before pandemic)  

Meeting Times:  

 Rosary (chapel)-6:15 pm  

 Social gathering (with food) – 6:30 pm (Hoffmann Center) 

 Meeting start – 7:00 pm (Hoffman Center) 

We are happy to announce that due to the re-opening of the parish building, we will be back at St. John Neumann 

Hoffman Center beginning Tuesday July 13.  In addition we have locked in the second Tuesday of each month for 

our membership meetings with SJN through June 2022.  A list of the meeting dates is below for your planning. 

We are excited to be back at to our previous home and looking forward to seeing you at our future in-person 

gatherings.  For those who are interested in attending the Officers meetings, they will remain the first Tuesday of 

each month at the St. Patrick Rempe Building at 5th and Cedar. 

 

Membership Meeting Dates (2nd Tuesday at SJN) 

7/13/2021 01/11/2022 

8/10/2021 02/08/2022 

9/14/2021 03/08/2022 

10/12/2021 04/12/2022 

11/09/2021 05/10/2022 

12/14/2021 06/14/2022 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

Our new officers for the 2021-2022 year are: 

President:   Caroline Ehmann 

VP: Celeste Marc 
Treasurer:  TBD 

Secretary:  Janet Holmgren 

Trustees:  Doris Braddock, Ann DeMartino, Donna Baum 

 

We look forward to getting back together in person for this year's membership 

meetings. The next meeting is Monday, August 2, 2021 at 7:00 pm at the Father 

Carse Center, downtown church. 

Thank you for recognizing the work of the Charity Garden Market team as last 
month's Knight of the Month.  The sale was the most successful to date with net 

proceeds of $5,000, which we will be splitting 50/50. 

The Ladies assisted Sisters Mary and Joelyn during their Drive-by Farewell Celebration 

(photo).  It was so nice to see the outpouring of love for these two women who have 

guided multiple generations of St. Patrick parishioners.  We will miss them. 

 

 

 

 ........................................................................................................................................................  
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DINE-TO-DONATE IS BACK!!! 

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL – July 15th 

Why not enjoy a lunch or dinner, and share the news that you are from the St. Patrick Ladies Auxiliary 
and we get 20% of the tab for our charitable endeavors.  Thanks for all who have participated in these 

monthly events.  Your help enables us to continue our many worthwhile endeavors. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 ........................................................................................................................................................  

  
Respectfully submitted,  

Caroline Ehmann, President                            See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

 

NEW MEMBER GET TOGETHER 
 

On June 29, 16 Knights and a prospective candidate gathered at Pollyanna Brewing Co. for an informal get together 

to meet and get acquainted with other new Knights.  The Council provided the first round and pizza was served. 

The idea for the get together began when a Knight attended a “socially distanced and masked” Council meeting and 

found it difficult to meet other Knights.  So the idea was born to hold a get together for Knights who joined our 

Council just prior to or during the Covid-19 close down.   

The event was planned and hosted by Paul Clementi and Gary Stopka.  The new Knights along with a few seasoned 

members socially gathered on the outdoor patio in a casual atmosphere.  There were no Council presentations but 

the seasoned members talked about our Council and activities which hopefully will generate interest among our new 

members.  The new members were presented their yellow Council shirts and blue caps to be used at future events.  

Remember, when you see a new or unfamiliar Knight, it is the responsibility of all our members to ensure that they 

feel welcome at our events. 

 

WELCOME NEW BROTHER KNIGHTS 
 

We welcomed two new Brother Knights to our Council in June.  Prior to the June 

membership meeting, a video Exemplification was held for Michael Micheletti and 

Matthew Philip.  The new Knights were sponsored by Jim Gebhardt and Jose Phillip 

respectively. 

Welcome to St. Charles Council, Mike (left in photo) and Matt (right)!   

When you see them, please congratulate them and welcome them to our Council.   

If you know of any Catholic gentleman who is or might be interested in joining the 

Knights, please give his name to the Membership Chairman, Grand Knight or Financial 

Secretary. 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGE TAVERN & GRILL 
Home of “World Famous” Chicken Fingers 

464 Redington Dr. ● South Elgin, 60177 

(224) 535-8440 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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WINE TASTING! 
 

K of C Wine Tasting  

Saturday July 10  

4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. 

St. Charles Wine Exchange 

1 Illinois Street, St. Charles, IL 

 

Our Council has organized an event to support the Golf Outing and provide fellowship among the Knights and their 

friends.  Please bring your spouse, friends, etc. to this complimentary wine tasting and social event. 

The Wine Exchange contributes bottles of wine as gifts / auction items for our Golf Outing participants. Come and 

sample several different wines. We also encourage you to buy a bottle to contribute to our Golf Outing. 

Come by the Wine Exchange -- it is sure to be a lot of fun, and will help support the success of the golf outing.  And 

what a great way to invite and introduce a prospective brother Knight to our Council! 

 

KNIGHTS GOLF  
  

YOUR SWING IS BEST WHEN YOU HAVE THE FEWEST THINGS TO THINK ABOUT – Gary Player 

 
The golf committee has been hard at work for the 22nd Annual Chuck Hollenbach “Never Give Up 

on Life” Memorial Golf Outing on Monday July 19th at Elgin Country Club.  As a reminder 100% of 

the proceeds go to the Corbella Clinic. 

The web site to register is up and ready to take reservations: http://kofc12497.com/  

We need your help and participation!  The financial dynamics 

of a golf outing are, the entry fee paid by the golfer covers 

the facility cost, golfing, lunch and dinner, but the proceeds 

that we give to the Corbella Clinic comes from Sponsorships 
(donation varies), Hole Sponsors ($250), Live and Silent 

Auctions, and on course games. 

 

 

We need your help finding sponsors and auction items. Here are some suggestions: 

• Ask your employer, vendors, and customers if they would like to be a sponsor? They will get signage 

recognition on the course and at the dinner. 

• Ask your employer, friends, vendors if they would donate an auction item or give away items? Employer 

logoed items? 

• You donate a bottle of bourbon that will be combined with other bottles for an auction item. 

• You donate a dozen golf balls or a bottle of wine to be used as prizes, or auction items. 

• Put together a foursome of golfers. Great event for your customers. 

We are delighted to announce that Steve Kashul will be our MC at our Golf Outing! Steve has served as the 

pre-game, halftime, and post-game host for the Chicago Bulls.  Steve will share an insider’s view of work with the 

Bulls players and coaches. Steve's comments will be interesting and he will be open to questions from the attendees. 

Steve will bring a special addition to our post golf activities. 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
http://kofc12497.com/
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We need everyone's help to make our outing a success and maximize our contribution to Corbella clinic. 

Please contact Jim Connor Cell: 847-417-0522 or Email: jimcon3@comcast.net to get involved. 

 

STATE CONVENTION  
  
Council 12497 brought home a few awards from the Illinois Knights of Columbus Convention in late May. 

 

  
Thank you to all who brought in new members and to   Along with council Charity Stars, PGK Gary  
Steve Groshek, our Charity Ambassador.     Stopka was acknowledged as a Rising Star. 

 

 

 
  

FIELD AGENT - MATT KLING 
 

We know this year has been unpredictable in many ways, but let’s be honest, pandemic or not, life is unpredictable. 

My family and I faced several challenges as we started this year including an unpredictable crisis with my Father.  

We can’t always see what the future will bring, but you can plan for the unexpected and develop greater certainty 

for what your future may hold through planning and goal setting. Remember that as a member of the Knights of 

Columbus I am your partner on your journey to help chart this path, to prepare for and to face the unpredictable.  

This summer, I suggest that you take stock of your financial future. The Knights of Columbus has partnered with 

industry leader Advicent to help us help you. My St. Charles office uses this state-of-the-art software to provide you 

with a comprehensive financial plan and needs analysis. With it I can help you take stock of where you are today, 

where you want to go, and how close you are to achieving your goals. I can help you identify any gaps in your 
coverage or issues you should address. This will give you a comprehensive look at where you stand. While many 

other companies charge for this kind of service, the Order has invested in this software to help us agents help our 

members. Financial planning and needs analysis’ are free of charge as a fraternal benefit of membership.  

I feel I have a special bond of brotherhood with all my members and I am committed to helping protect Catholic 
families…your family…while furthering the vision of Blessed Michael McGivney. In closing, many members refer to 

their Field Agent Relationship as one of the greatest benefits of membership with the Knights of Columbus and I look 

forward to delivering on this promise to you and your family. Please take time to meet with me and take advantage 

of this free benefit of membership. 

Vivat Jesus! 

 

Matthew Kling FSCP, Field Agent | Knights of Columbus, 303 East Main Street, Saint Charles, IL 60174  

Direct: (630) 485-8705, Main: (800) 380-9995 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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AN AFTERNOON AT THE BALLPARK, SUNDAY AUGUST 15 
 

All proceeds to benefit Feed My Starving Children  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

→ Click this link to buy tickets.  Enter ‘FMSC’ in caps for both username and password, 

to ensure you can order tickets for this game within our seating block (and benefit FMSC). 
 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.ticketreturn.com/prod2/youraccount.asp?&submit=Continue&Cookies=yes&HoldID=18724#.YNyMnOhKhPY
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COUNCIL OFFICERS FOR 2021/22 FRATERNAL YEAR 
 

Council elections were held at the June 14th Membership Meeting at St. Patrick Downtown Rempe building.  We 

thank Past Grand Knight Sean Morgan who served again as our election manager.  The following list includes elected 

and appointed officers for the 2021/22 Fraternal Year.  We look forward to their leadership as we begin to open and 
move into a post pandemic period. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Officers 2021/22 

Grand Knight – Greg Sengstock 

Deputy Grand Knight –Stan Walczynski 

Chaplain – Fr. John Kladar 

Financial Secretary – Bill Roth 

Treasurer – Jack Blake 

Chancellor – Roman Seckel 

Recorder – Chris Vonderhaar 

Advocate – John Blozis  

Warden – Jose Philip 

Outside Guard – Jeff Bowgren  

Inside Guard – David Richter & Bill Holloway 

Trustee 3 –Gary Stopka  

Trustee 2 –Hank Brill  

Trustee 1 –Paul Clementi 

District Deputy – Keith Williams 
District Warden – Don Galloy 

Ladies Auxiliary: 

    President – Caroline Ehmann 

    Vice President - Celeste Marc 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and 
friends remind us of the beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions 

that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  Imagine having 

hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of 

the soul of your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, 

under the Knights Items tab on the menu bar, select the dropdown 

Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page and 

submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then 

have so many intentions to remember, the List provides a handy 

method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of 

supplication, merely remember to say "And for all the intentions in 
my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act 

of mercy.  How easy is that! 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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GENEVA GROTTO - THANK YOU FOR DONATION 
 

The following was submitted by brother Knight Bill Hinckley. 

 

Thank you Council 12497, for your donation to the Geneva Grotto. 

The Geneva Grotto is located south of the Kane County Government Center on Route 31 in Geneva.  In 1925 the red 

brick building was built by the Jesuits as the Sacred Heart Minor Seminary.  In 1938 a Jesuit priest from Germany 

built the Sacred Heart Grotto complete with an altar, now known as the Geneva Grotto.  In 1971 the seminary was 

closed and in 1975 was purchased by Kane County. 

The Grotto is on land owned by the Kane County Forest Preserve District which had an agreement to maintain the 

Grotto, but for decades did nothing.  The Grotto fell victim to vandals and graffiti artists.  In August of 2020 the 

Batavia/Geneva K of C Council 2191 entered into a 3 year agreement to restore and maintain the Grotto. 

In April of 2021 the cleaning was started and has been completed.  Motion detection cameras, donated signage and 

flagstone in front of the altar area have been installed.  The cameras record 30+ visitors per day. 

To date $3000+ has been raised.  The next step is to restore the Grotto where damaged, and make other 

improvements to make access easier subject to Forest Preserve approval.  Thanks to donors and visitors, the word is 

spreading about the beauty and serenity a visit to the Grotto offers. 

Further information, directions, pictures and videos are available on the Facebook page "Geneva Grotto" -- or this 

link https://www.facebook.com/groups/GenevaGrotto.  Our council’s donation is mentioned in the June 15 discussion 

thread. 

 

 
 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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COUNCIL PLANNED EVENTS 
 

Following are currently planned Council events, to assist you in scheduling time on your calendar to participate. 

 

Date Category Event 

Ongoing Community Operation Brighten Someone's Day 

July Faith  Weekly Rosary 

10-Jul-21 Life Wine Tasting with the Knights 

13-Jul-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

19-Jul-21 Life Golf Outing-'Never Give Up on Life' 

19-Jul-21 Life Baby Shower-'Never Give Up on Life' 

     

August Faith  Weekly Rosary 

3-Aug-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

10-Aug-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

15-Aug-21 Community Cougars Baseball Game 

22-Aug-21 Faith  KofC Quarterly Community Mass 

28-Aug-21 Community KofC Bags Tournament and Picnic 

     

September Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Sep. 4 & 5 Life ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market 

7-Sep-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

14-Sep-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

Sep. 17,18 & 19 Life ID Tootsie Roll Drive (Various) 

     

October Faith  Weekly Rosary 

Oct 2 & 3 Life ID Tootsie Roll Drive Flea Market 

5-Oct-21 Council Officers Business Meeting 

12-Oct-21 Council Regular Membership Meeting 

23-Oct-21 Community 
 Pie Sales After Masses - Various 

24-Oct-21 Community 
 Pie Sales After Masses - Various 

30-Oct-21 Community 
 Pie Sales After Masses - Various 

31-Oct-21 Community 
 Pie Sales After Masses - Various 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 

 
  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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PHOTO ALBUM   
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting! 

 

Some pics from the St. Patrick youth camp, where our council was asked to cook the Friday PM meal. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Preparing the feast, enjoy the  
relative calm …  

 

 
 

Grill masters 
 

 
 

Wow - that’s a lot of burger and hot dog eaters! 

 
 
 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net

	STATE CONVENTION
	PRAYER LIST
	PHOTO ALBUM

